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Dragons in Whyville: A Teacher’s Guide 	  

Step	  1:	  Teacher	  registration	  	  
Whyville	  is	  free	  and	  easy	  to	  join.	  To	  use	  the	  Dragon	  activities,	  you	  must	  register	  for	  a	  Whyville	  account.	  
	  

1) Register	  for	  a	  Whyville	  account	  at	  http://www.whyville.net/	  
2) Whyville	  will	  verify	  your	  account	  after	  you	  give	  them	  a	  little	  more	  information	  about	  your	  school.	  This	  is	  to	  ensure	  that	  you	  are	  

really	  a	  teacher!	  	  
	  
As	  a	  teacher	  in	  Whyille,	  your	  students	  will	  get	  a	  special	  URL	  to	  register,	  so	  their	  accounts	  are	  associated	  with	  yours	  and	  you	  can	  track	  their	  
progress.	  	  Do	  not	  allow	  students	  to	  register	  on	  Whyville	  until	  your	  account	  is	  verified	  and	  you	  have	  your	  special	  URL!	  

Step	  2:	  Tutorials	  	  
There	  are	  two	  different	  tutorials	  that	  you	  should	  complete	  after	  you	  register.	  
	  
1)	  Immediately	  after	  registering,	  a	  Whyville	  virtual	  tour	  guide	  
will	  give	  you	  tips	  on	  how	  to	  use	  the	  site	  and	  direct	  you	  to	  earn	  
your	  Chat	  License.	  The	  Chat	  License	  is	  a	  short	  activity	  that	  
teaches	  Internet	  safety	  and	  information	  privacy.	  This	  license	  
will	  allow	  you	  to	  “chat”	  with	  your	  students	  within	  the	  game.	  
2)	  We	  strongly	  recommend	  that	  you	  go	  through	  the	  Dragons	  in	  
Whyville	  Tutorial	  to	  familiarize	  yourself	  with	  the	  Dragon	  game	  
mechanics.	  (Students	  will	  also	  use	  this	  tutorial.)	  To	  access	  the	  tutorial,	  select	  “Dragon	  
Castle”	  as	  your	  destination	  on	  the	  bus	  menu	  to	  the	  left	  of	  the	  screen.	  	  	  

	  
Then,	  click	  the	  Tutorial	  link	  that	  is	  located	  under	  the	  castle.	  You	  will	  be	  guided	  through	  an	  eight-‐step	  tutorial	  on	  how	  to	  breed	  dragons,	  
hatch	  eggs	  and	  scope	  chromosomes.	  
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After	  you	  complete	  the	  tutorial,	  we	  encourage	  you	  to	  work	  through	  the	  first	  few	  Lair	  Challenges	  and	  Labs,	  which	  you	  can	  access	  from	  the	  
Dragons	  Book	  on	  the	  pedestal	  outside	  the	  front	  door	  of	  the	  castle.	  

Step	  3:	  Adding	  students	  to	  your	  class	  	  
After	  Whyville	  has	  verified	  your	  teacher	  account,	  your	  students	  can	  register	  in	  your	  class	  using	  a	  special	  URL,	  and	  their	  accounts	  will	  be	  
tied	  to	  you	  in	  your	  Class	  Roster.	  Students	  who	  are	  registered	  in	  your	  class	  should	  also	  earn	  the	  Chat	  License	  before	  they	  begin	  using	  
Dragons.	  Please	  note	  that	  your	  students	  will	  only	  be	  able	  to	  chat	  with	  each	  other.	  They	  will	  not	  be	  able	  to	  chat	  with	  other	  members	  of	  the	  
Whyville	  community.	  
	  
To	  add	  students	  to	  your	  class,	  you	  will	  need	  to	  access	  the	  Class	  Roster	  book.	  This	  
book	  is	  located	  in	  your	  satchel	  (A),	  in	  the	  top	  menu	  of	  icons.	  To	  open	  the	  Class	  
Roster	  (B),	  click	  the	  satchel	  at	  the	  top	  of	  the	  screen.	  Then,	  click	  on	  the	  green	  book	  
with	  the	  apple	  on	  it.	  
	  
(Note	  that	  you	  and	  your	  students	  can	  also	  access	  the	  Dragons	  Book	  (C)	  from	  the	  
satchel	  at	  any	  time.)	  
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There	  are	  two	  important	  things	  to	  note	  in	  the	  Class	  Roster,	  the	  Class	  URL	  and	  the	  Chat	  Management	  settings.	  	  
	  
1)	  First,	  when	  students	  register,	  
they	  must	  use	  the	  Class	  URL,	  
which	  is	  unique	  to	  your	  class	  
only.	  	  
	  

	  
2)	  The	  Class	  Roster	  book	  also	  
gives	  you	  access	  to	  the	  Chat	  
Management	  settings.	  Please	  
keep	  the	  setting	  “I	  want	  my	  class	  
to	  only	  chat	  privately	  with	  other	  
members	  of	  my	  class.”	  	  
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Step	  4:	  Students’	  First	  Look	  at	  Dragons	  
After	  students	  register	  using	  the	  special	  class	  URL,	  they	  should	  complete	  the	  following	  steps	  in	  order:	  

1) Go	  through	  the	  Whyville	  tutorial	  and	  earn	  their	  Chat	  License.	  
2) Open	  the	  Dragon	  Book	  (accessible	  from	  the	  satchel	  icon	  or	  from	  the	  Dragon	  Castle)	  and	  complete	  the	  short	  survey.	  This	  survey	  is	  

important.	  It	  serves	  as	  a	  pre-‐test	  for	  our	  research	  project	  and	  will	  help	  us	  assess	  student	  learning	  with	  Dragons.	  
	   	  
	   	  
	   	  
	   	  
	   	  
	   	  
	   	  
	   	  
	   	  
	   	  
	  

	  
3) Students	  should	  then	  complete	  the	  Dragon	  Tutorial.	  There	  is	  also	  a	  link	  for	  the	  Tutorial	  at	  the	  bottom	  of	  the	  Dragon	  Book	  page.	  
4) Once	  students	  have	  completed	  the	  pre-‐survey	  and	  the	  tutorial,	  they	  should	  go	  on	  their	  first	  Dragon	  Quest—Sneak	  by	  the	  

Magnetic	  Troll!	  
5) Remind	  students	  that	  there	  are	  Dragon	  Labs	  to	  help	  them	  better	  understand	  the	  underlying	  genetics	  concepts.	  When	  students	  

have	  trouble	  breeding	  in	  the	  dragon	  lairs,	  it’s	  a	  good	  idea	  to	  send	  them	  to	  the	  lab!	  	  There	  are	  multiple	  labs	  for	  every	  Dragon	  Quest.	  
(Plus,	  students	  get	  “clams,”	  which	  is	  the	  Whyville	  currency,	  for	  every	  lab	  they	  complete!)	  
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Need	  help	  with	  Dragons?	  	  Please	  write	  to	  dragons@concord.org.	  
	  
This	  material	  is	  based	  upon	  work	  supported	  by	  the	  National	  Science	  Foundation	  under	  Grant	  No.	  NSF	  DRL-‐1238625.	  Any	  opinions,	  findings,	  and	  conclusions	  or	  recommendations	  expressed	  
in	  this	  material	  are	  those	  of	  the	  author(s)	  and	  do	  not	  necessarily	  reflect	  the	  views	  of	  the	  National	  Science	  Foundation.	  

	  
	  


